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Rm rite ae .. 


Josepb F. Marron, Chief Librarian of the Jacksonville Public Library since Jan. 1, 1920, retires December 31, 
1958. Here be takes a last “official” look at the library that bas been bis beadquarters during bis professional life 
in Florida. See page 6. 
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hangs on to prevent “crash landings”! 
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With the unique LB Safti-Pull, catalog trays hang onto 
your finger... cannot slip off. Cracked tray fronts and dam- 
é : : Ba DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 
aged tray bodies due to dropping are virtually eliminated. P. 0. Box 5617, Jacksonville 7, Florida 
Handling of card file drawers is considerably facilitated _ ___2521 Biscayne Bivd., Miami 37, Florida 
as trays are slipped in and out quickly, easily and safely. y 
Easier on the eyes too, because the sight-size of the label 
holder has been increased ... big enough for complete iden- 
tification of a full tray’s contents. 
Take full advantage of the benefits offered by these 
ingenious pulls. Install them on your present card catalog 
trays! Specify the new LB Safti-Pull for your new catalog 
cases! The Library Bureau Specialist in your area can 
give you full details. Write today! 


*Stondord on all new Library Bureau Catalog Cases. 
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The Presidents Message 





HIs YPaR at the conclusion of the 

F.L.A. meeting in Orlando, the 
Executive Board held its customary ses- 
sion. Committee appointments were 
discussed and approved. One committee 
was not activated: that on Intellectual 
Freedom. It was felt that perhaps such 
a committee was not needed. 


As if to refute such an assumption, 
the past three weeks have seen an at- 
tack on the secondary school libraries 
of Orange County. Local newspapers in 
Orlando have given considerable space 
to the activities of a committee headed 
by a retired Army colonel. This com- 
mittee has urged investigation by the 
school board of so-called communist 
inspired books, using a list of books 
originated in California by Mrs. Anne 
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Smart. Members of the committee are 
still anonymous and have not been 
identified. 

Local opinion has been aroused, and 
Clara Wendel, Librarian of the Albert- 
son Public Library in Orlando has se- 
cured considerable support from par- 
ents, interested citizens, civic clubs and 
others. She made an excellent presenta- 
tion on a radio program Oct. 15. On 
Nov. 1, at Miss Wendel’s request, I ap- 
peared on a television program with a 
panel of four members from Orlando 
Civic clubs, to discuss Censorship. On 
Nov. 11 Dr. Louis Shores met with a 
committee of the school board on this 
subject, where an opportunity was giv- 
en for discussion by citizens pro and 
con. 

It seems unlikely that an informed 
group of parents will accept the action 
proposed by a minority group such as 
that headed by the colonel from Win- 
ter Park. The methods of the group and 
its failure to come out in the open make 
it suspect. The use of the Smart list as a 
criterion will further prejudice their 
case. The net result may be a much 
better informed citizenry with a 
stronger interest in their libraries and 
a certainty that censorship is not keep- 
ing with American Freedom. 

The action so far in the Orange 
County situation has produced certain 
facts that maybe of use to all of us. 
One of the most important is the need 
for cooperation, and the fact that we 
all have a responsibility in such cases. 
Although the public library was not 
being attacked, Miss Wendel has en- 
gaged in active support of the school 
libraries and the principle of intellec- 





tual freedom. At her request, Dr, 
Shores, myself and others have partici- 
pated in the interests of this principle, 
I feel that the mobilization of such sup. 
port by the local librarian at the time 
of need may perhaps offer a better solu- 
tion than the maintenance of a Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Freedom. We are 
all concerned in such attacks, and 
should feel equally responsible to con- 
tribute when called upon. 


Certainly all citizens of Orlando and 
Orange County must feel the need to 
preserve the freedom to read, and are 
entitled to our support. 











JOSEPH F. MARRON 


38 Years of Service 


Joseph F. Marron, Chief Librarian 
of the Jacksonville Public Library since 
January 1, 1920, retires on December 
31, 1958. 


For the record, he was born in Hel- 
ena, Montana. He began his profession- 
al life as librarian of the St. Louis 
School of Social Economy from 1910- 
12. He was successively legislative ref- 
erence librarian of the Missouri library 
commission, 1912-13; legislative refer- 
ence librarian, Texas State Library, 
1913-17, and camp librarian, Camp 
Travis in San Antonio, Texas, 1917-19, 
before coming to Florida. 


While in Jacksonville he inaugurat- 
ed the system of branch libraries and 
bookmobile service. Mobile service was 
resumed after a lapse of several years 
on September 3, 1958. He built up an 
outstanding book collection and one of 
the best Florida collections in the coun- 
try. His professional activities included 
service in the Florida Library Associa- 
tion (president, 1920-21 and 1928-30 
in which he is an Honorary memb@), 
the Southeastern Library Association 
and the American Library Association. 


His staff and his many friends 
throughout the state wish him and Mrs. 
Marron “good luck and good reading.” 
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The Florida School for the Deaf 


and the Blind and its Library 


HALLIE GRAHAM 


N THE MAIN LIBRARY of the 

Florida School for the Deaf and 
the Blind at St. Augustine, a visitor 
may encounter students ranging in age 
from kindergarten to twelfth grade, 
some of whom are totally blind or par- 
tially sighted while others are totally 
deaf or hard-of-hearing—children, cer- 
tainly with great handicaps; but they 
all seem to be happy and they are re- 
markably well-behaved. In order to 
better understand the function of this 
rather unique library, a brief review of 
the school’s beginnings and its present 
status should be considered first. 


In 1882 Thomas H. Coleman, a 
young deaf man about to graduate 
from the National College for the 
Deaf, Washington, D. C., in looking 
aM@ut for a field in which he could be 
most useful to the deaf, discovered that 
Florida had made no provision for the 
education of her deaf and blind chil- 
dren. He wrote Hon. W. D. Bloxham, 
then governor of Florida and found 
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him interested in establishing a school 
for such children. Three years later in 
February, 1885, with Mr. Park Terrell 
as superintendent and Mr. Thomas 
Coleman as head teacher, the school 
opened its doors to the deaf and the 
blind children of Florida — approxi- 
mately 50 in all at that time. From an 


. original campus of 5 acres containing 


3 buildings, the school has grown until 
it now covers 28 acres with 26 build- 
ings. Under President John M. Wallace 
it is now further expanding to encom- 
pass 36 acres of reclaimed tidal marsh- 
land adjoining the school. A $675,- 
000.00 expansion program is well un- 
der way and will be completed in 1959. 

The Florida School for the Deaf and 


the Blind is strictly an educational in- 
stitution and is open to all children 
who are educatable, but who are too 
deaf or too blind to be educated in the 
public schools. Most of the 92 faculty 
members in both the Department for 
the Deaf and the Department for ‘the 
Blind have had special education be- 
yond regular teacher training. The pu- 
pil enrollment at present is just under 
600. Students in both departments 
spend about two thirds of each school 
day, which runs from 8:00 A.M. until 
4:00 P.M., in academic classes and 
about one third in vocational work. In 
the latter, they may learn a trade in 
cosmetology, sewing, printing, dry- 
(Continued on Page 18, Col. 1) 





Blind students reading Braille, the partially sighted reading sight-saving material, and a 
blind girl listening to a Talking Book. 











Some Selected Historical Resources of 


Botanical Literature in Florida* 


by RICHARD B. REICH, Head 


Science-T echnology Division, Florida State University Library 


_ IS A SCIENCE whose re- 
sources afe as varied as any Sci- 
ence can be. Its ramifications are lined 
with many other pure and applied sci- 
ences that makes botany more than an 
appellative agency using Latin. Since 
the discipline is an extensive one, it 
stands to reason that the literature re- 
cording the field is as varied and broad 
in scope. Therefore, the first limitation 
of what this article purports to do is in 
confining itself to the areas of botani- 
cal literature which are taxonomic and 
bibliographic. 

There is a paradox in this last state- 
ment for the greater part of the litera- 
ture relating to taxonomy is going to 
be found in the bibliographical tools of 
botany. This is true; but, it became ap- 
parent in surveying the resources of the 
field in Florida that many places had 
the basic contemporary tools in botany, 
though fewer had the earlier or histori- 
cal landmark works in botany on classi- 
fication which are of a reference genre, 
thus the second limitation. 

The seventeenth century marked an 
awakening in the science of botany, as 
in many other of the pure sciences, and 
with it descriptive botany began to take 
form and to stabilize itself. The earlier 
advent of printing had aided this im- 
measurably for it made accessible the 
accumulations of the early catalogers of 
plants. 

Botany is an archtype of what James 
B. Conant calls the “accumulative sci- 
ences.” The accumulative aspect is of 
course the foundation of taxonomic 
and systematic botany, for it is by this 
that the great fund of descriptive plant 


*T his article appears as the feature arti- 
cle of the year for the Reference Round- 
table; Lucille Higgs, Chairman. 
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literature has come about. It is with 
some of these early historical reference 
works of the literature and their pres- 
ence in Florida which are of first con- 
cern. 


Of the important works before 
Linné, which would include those of 
Bauhin, Cesalpino, Jung, and Ray, the 
botanical collections in Florida yielded 
little. Conjecture would have these on 
the rare list and prohibitive in cost. 
However, several university libraries do 
not have the Tournefort Imstitutiones 
rei herbariae and its companion Nova 
plantarium by Pietro A. Micheli, both 
of which pre-date the publications of 
Linné. 

The situation improves considerably 
with an inventory of the principal 
works of Linné. The Classes Plantarum, 
Genera Plantarum, Species plantarum; 
all in original or early editions are in 
several collections of the state. Three 
other works of Linné which are of in- 
terest to the researcher concerned with 
historical botany and found in two col- 
lections in the state are the Systema 
naturae per regna tria naturae..., 
Philosophia botanica and the Amoeni- 
tates academicae ..., the latter is rep- 
resented by three volumes of the orig- 
inal seven. 

De Candolle after Linné dominates 
the literature of systematic and descrip- 
tive botany. The compass of his work 
in this field excels those of any writer 
before or after*him. His great work, or 
the one he set on foot, the Prodromus 
Systematis Naturalis is found in several 
Florida libraries but in only one is it 
complete in its nineteen volumes. 

Early works on North American 
flora classification are better represent- 
ed in the Florida libraries, The famous 





Genera of North America plants and 
a catalogue of the species by Thomas 


Nuttall is in one university library. | 


Michaux’s North American sylva is 
represented as well as the North Amer. 
ican sylva of Nuttall which brings the 
Michaux up to 1852, but Michaux’s 
earlier Flora boreali-americana . . . is 
missing. 

Frederick Pursh’s Flora Americae 
seplentrionalis ... is in several libraries 
as is Rafinesque’s New flora and botany 
of North America... in a reprint of 
the 1836 edition. A flora of North 
America . . . 1838-[43] by John Tor- 
rey and Asa Gray is found in one Flor- 
ida library. The most noticeable histori- 
cal gap in North American flora is the 
absence of Torrey’s Catalogue of North 
American genera of plants. 

In more recent years, the monumen- 
tal Silva of North America... 1891- 
1902 by Sargent collected together all 
the descriptive work done by his pred- 
ecessors in this area. This fourteen vol- 
ume set either in the original or in re- 
print is in three Florida libraries. Gray's 
Synoptical flora of North America, 
1895-97 and about the same vintage as 
the Sargent is not in a Florida Library. 


Two early items which do not fit 
neatly into the descriptive literature of 
botany, but are of value to the botanist 
in historical research are the Atlantic 
journal . . . 1832-33 of Rafinesque and 
the Bartram’s Travels through North 
and South Carolina . . . The first is 
found in only one library while the 
second is in two Florida libraries. 

One serial deserves mention when 
considering the historical aspect of de- 
scriptive literature and that is Curtis’ 
Botanical Magazine. Three libraries 


(Continued on Page 17, Col. 3) 
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R® APPLES AND WORMS from your 

reporter who feels that a response 
of less than ten per cent from the 
members of the School and Children’s 
Section is a pretty sad commentary on 
our professionalism! 

Luscious reds to the invaluable ones 
who took the time and energy to share 
their solutions to common problems. 
with us. I like Page Borden’s solution 
to those everlastingly messy shelves— 

a series of library breakfasts, one 
about every other month. The li- 
brary helpers arrive one hour be- 
fore school starts, work at reading 
the shelves for half an hour, and 
then have breakfast for the next 
half hour. With twenty or more 
people working at the same 
thing, those shelves are in pretty 
good order by the time we sit 
down to eat. All we serve for 
breakfast is instant coffee, orange 
juice bought from the dairy, and 
fresh doughnuts. 

Do non-credit students work better 
than students working for credit? It 
seems to depend upon the local situa- 
tion. Mrs. Mary Butt says: 

Our student assistants work very 
well and with high interest in a 
situation where no credit is given 
for their efforts. As a climax to 
the years work, we have “Library 
Award Day” in the form of a 
chapel program. Pins are given to 
the 9th grade librarians and 
bookmarks to the 8th grade li- 
brarians. 

However, Virginia Thomasson and 
Eunice Keen endorse giving credit as a 
means of getting superior student as- 
sistance: 

Since giving our Assistants one 
unit of credit we are able to se- 
lect a much better type of stu- 
dent. We check school records 
(of interested students) and se- 


*T his article appears as the feature arti- 
cle of the year for the School and Chil- 
dren’s Section; Mrs. Elizabeth Stephens, 
Chairman. 
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Brainstorming Toward Solutions* 


by Lucy M. LANPHEAR, Librarian 
Northeast High School, St. Petersburg 


Lucy M. LANPHEAR 


lect those who seem to be most 
suitable from the stand point of 
grades and personality ratings by 
teachers. These students use our 
MANUAL FOR STUDENT LI- 
BRARY ASSISTANTS and are 
tested on it each six weeks. The 
grade which they make on this 
test, together with the grades 
which they receive for shelving, 
mending, work at the circulation 
desk and displays, plus a book re- 
port determines their six week’s 
grade. The amount of time neces- 
sary to supervise and correct the 
work of our student assistants has 
been cut down considerably since 
we began working with the A 
and B type of student. 
Taking hold and making a profes- 
sional library out of a volunteer organi- 
zation presents its own problems as 


Sylvia B. Paulson can.testify: 
There was a time in the begin- 
ning here, that I had a hard time 
getting library assistants. The li- 
brary had been a social room and 
when work was expected, it was 
not such a popular place . . . but 
I went slowly and organized my 
work so that I could work along 
with the few assistants that I had 


to make it seem more interesting. 
I now have a planned regular 
schedule of work in the form of 
units for all parts of the library, 
so that when they finish their 
course, they should be able to 
work in a university library. 


Miss Iva Michael points out an obvi- 
ous but too often neglected approach 
to that old devil discipline: 


Planned library service is the key 
to good discipline! Since this is 
true, then discipline in the library 
can be maintained through or- 
dered learning which has been 
planned and organized in ad- 
vance just as it is done in the 
classroom. Beginning with the 
opening of school, teachers are 
acquainted with the library pro- 
gram. The librarian stresses the 
need for planned library assign- 
ments on the part of all teachers 
before they send or bring pupils 
to the library. Library forms are 
passed out for observation. These 
forms are advanced reserve re- 
quests that will be used by the 
teachers during the school term. 
(Forms include number of pu- 
pils, subjects, dates, and requests 
for reserve materials.) Thus, the 
prepared librarian can administer 
to the needs of the pupils with- 
out delay, and the only alterna- 
tive is good discipline. 

From Ola Belle Tillman comes a 
practical suggestion “for old insect rid- 
dled or weather beaten covers of books 
— use adhesive shelf paper to make 
new covers, letter on the spine, spray 
with lacquer, and you'll have attractive 
and inexpensive covers.” 


May Edmonds reports that coopera- 
tion between school and public libraries 
is being advanced in Miami by “loans 
of books from the Public Library to 
classrooms and to school libraries as 
needed, staff visits to schools to explain 
public library services and to announce 
special events, as Story Hours, Book 
Week, Summer Reading Club, etc., 


(Continued on Page 18, Col. 2) 







HIS IS THE YEAR for Florida li- 

brary development. You are im- 
portant to the program. Use these facts 
and others which you may request to 
spread the information to your legisla- 
tors, local government officials, every 
organization in your community and 
every person. Only through wide spread 
support can Florida’s libraries improve. 


Library development should include 
improved service at the local level, an 
increased awareness of the importance 
of books and reading. It should provide 
more and better services from the local 
library. 


An all-out effort to secure successful 
passage of legislation for state support 
for public libraries is absolutely neces- 
sary to the Florida program. Other 
states have made great strides in library 
service after the adoption of a state aid 
program. Of the nine southeastern 
states, only Florida fails to provide state 
support for libraries. New York State, 
Maryland, Michigan, Missouri and 
Washington are just a few of the states 
that have improved their libraries 
through state grants. 


The small amount of funds from the 
Library Services Act for a limited time 
only has brought new library service to 
four Florida counties and improved li- 
brary conditions in five others. On Oc- 
tober 1, 1957, three counties had coun- 
ty-wide bookmobile service. Ten coun- 
ties will have bookmobile service dur- 
ing this year because of this program. 


The Proposed Legislation 

The Florida Library Association and 
the State Library Board are sponsoring 
a bill which would request $200,000 
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FLORIDA LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 


by VERNA NISTENDIRK, Director, 


Library Extension, Florida State Library 


for 1959-1960 and $250,000 for 1960- 
1961. Briefly, this is the program: 


1. Any combination of cities or coun- 
ties may join together and receive state 
funds on a matching basis, but the 
county must be the unit requesting the 
funds. One county or several may,; Be 
the administrative unit. The county 
may be giving or receiving free library 
service by contract with a municipality 
or non-profit library corporation or as- 
sociation in that county. A county or 
group of counties offering free library 
service shall be eligible to receive an 
annual operating grant of not more 
than 25% of all funds appropriated 
for library purposes locally for the li- 
brary, provided a minimum of $20,000 
is to be expended for library operation. 


2. Counties with low tax paying abil- 
ity as determined by a formula will be 
eligible for equalization grants. To be 
eligible for equalization, the county 
must provide, from all sources, an 
amount equal to the yield of one mill 
or $1.00 per capita, whichever is less. 
If the relative tax paying ability for 
that county is less than $1.00 per cap- 
ita, the state will provide the difference. 
This system of equalization grants is 
similar to that of Florida’s minimum 
foundation program. Three percent of 
the funds requested will be spent for 
administration .of the program state- 
wide. 


3. This money must be spent on li- 
brary books, other library materials, 
personnel, or general operating ex- 
penses. None of these funds may be 
used for purchase or construction of li- 


brary quarters or buildings. 









4. The administration of local library 
programs will be the responsibility of 
local library boards. The State Library 
Board is required to establish “reason- 
able and pertinent” standards to be ef- 
fective in library programs receiving 
state aid. This is similar to the familiar 
program now in effect in our public 
schools, with state standards and state 
aid, but local school control. 


W hy Is This Type of Legislation 
Proposed? 

The county has been selected as the 
political unit receiving aid because 
many residents will be left out of the 
library program if municipalities re- 
ceive aid. A separate system for mu- 
nicipalities and counties would be ex- 
pensive. The school system is based on 
a county plan. Any combination of 
counties and cities may work together 
and the amount of aid is based on the 
combined funds from both municipali- 
ties and counties. No library would be 
forced to join any program. 


For the best library service, amounts 
of funds should be larger than the re- 
quired minimum of $20,000 in local 
funds plus the grant. But all authorities 
agree that at least this amount is essen- 
tial to assure acceptable library service. 
The average cost of a book today is 
over $2.50 and it takes many books to 
meet the varied needs of a community. 
It also takes personnel and operating 
expenses. 


Many smaller municipalities and 
smaller counties know that the quality 
of library service they can provide will 
be limited. They have worked together 
in other programs. Two regional li- 
braries are already organized. They are 
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Suwannee and Lafayette Counties and 
St. Lucie and Okeechobee Counties. 
Both are willing to enlarge their serv- 
ice by joining with other areas. Other 
counties can follow the same pattern 
if they wish. Through joint efforts it is 
possible to have a good collection of 
books, branch libraries in the towns 
and bookmobile service in the small 
communities. 


W hat Is the Library Picture 
Today? 


One out of every three Floridians 
has no library service at all, one has 
inadequate service and one has good 
service. Sixteen counties with a popula- 
tion of 129,000 have no public library 
of any sort within their boundaries. 


Florida ranks 37th among the states | ° 


in percentage of people served. It ranks 
13th in population, has the highest in- 
come per capita of any southeastern 
state, and has increased its standing in 
public education as well as in commer- 
cial enterprises. 


You Can Help 


Each week see that some library in- 
formation is printed in your local news- 
paper. Give library information to your 
radio station or see that there is a li- 
brary program of some sort each week. 
Plan your public relations program so 
that your local community knows about 
your local library service, what your li- 
brary needs and what the state needs. 


Talk to at least one club or organiza- 
tion each week from now until April. 
Be sure that they all know the library 
story. If you can’t make talks, get a 
board member or a friend of the li- 
brary to do it. See that each person in 
your community knows the needs of li- 
braries. There are ways to get a speak- 
ing invitation for yourself or a repre- 
sentative of the library. Become a good 
manager and appear often in the inter- 
est of this program. Enlist the help of 
your local Woman’s Club and local 
Jaycees. They are actively interested in 
library development. Ask your PTA 
for support. Get them to tell the library 
story to others. Florida must not lag. 
Libraries provide the educational bar- 
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gain of the year. See that our state goes 
bargain buying. 


Talk with your state representatives 
and senators. See that others talk to 
them about the library. Money may be 
tight but we are asking for so little and 
it will do so much. If we and they are 
interested in our state we cannot afford 
to fail in our library development pro- 
gram. It all depends on us. 





MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING OF THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Tampa, Nov. 14, 1958 


Those in attendance were: 


Dr. Archie L. McNeal, President; 
Winston R. Henderson, President- 
Elect; Eunice Keen, Secretary; Elliott 
Hardaway, Treasurer; Mrs. Helga 
Eason, Chairman, Public Libraries Sec- 
tion; Mrs. Elizabeth Stephens, Chair- 
man, School and Childrens Section; 
Mrs. Iona Nelson Thompson, Chair- 
man, College and Special Section; Eliz- 
abeth Peeler, Past President; Helen 
Keefe, Past President; Fred D. Bryant, 
Executive Secretary; Verna Nistendirk, 
Chairman, Library Development Com- 
mittee; Clara Wendel, SELA Repre- 
sentative. 


Action taken: 


(1) Membership cards will be 
sent to those paying dues to 
serve as receipt. 

The Board will recommend 
to the Sections that their treas- 
uries remain in the same cities 


(2) 


from year to year. 


Elizabeth Peeler, Head of 
University of Miami Library, 
Catalog Department, at the 
request of Fred D. Bryant, 
was appointed Editor of 
* FLORIDA LIBRARIES as of 
June 1, 1959. The Board au- 
. thorized Miss Peeler to select 
a staff of Assistant Editor and 
Business Manager. 


(3 


— 


(4) Verna Nistendirk spoke of the 
legislature program and the 
work of the State Library and 
the FLA Library Development 
Committee. The Committee 
has spent approximately 
$100.00 on mailings. The 
Board authorized up to $300.- 
00 for the committee’s use. 


The Board authorized $300.00 
to be used for expenses for a 
key person to go to the Legis- 


(5) 


lature if needed to aid in the 
passage of library legislation 
in the Spring of 1959. 


The Board voted to re-submit 
the the 
Miami convention the rule not 


(6) 
to Association at 
to have official social func- 
tions at the conventions. 

(7) Dr. McNeal outlined the pro- 

gram for FLA in Miami, April 

9 through 11, 1959. 


The city for the 1960 FLA 
convention was set as Clear- 
water — March 31-April 2 
at the Ft. Harrison Hotel. 


(8) 


The Recruitment Committee 
was granted $50.00. for. ex- 
penses at the request of Mrs. 
May Edmonds, Chairman. 


(9) 


The FLA MANUAL for the 
use of the officers, committees, 


(10) 


and the section heads was re- 
ferred back to the Manual 
Committee for completion at 
an early date. 


The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 
PM. 


(These Minutes are unofficial [Supplied 
by the Editor}. Official Minutes will 
appear in the next issue of FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES. ) 
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fF LORIDA was well represented at 
the eighteenth biennial confer- 
ence of the Southeastern Library Asso- 
ciation which was held in Louisville, 
Kentucky, October 23-25, with head- 
quarters at the Kentucky Hotel. A total 
of 696 persons attended the Confer- 
ence, 73 representing exhibitors. 

As Mr. Randolph W. Church, Presi- 
dent, pointed out at the first general 
session Thursday morning, the theme 
of the conference was Regionalism, 
with both evening sessions devoted to 
the subject. However, the program of 
the first general session stands out as 
being of particular interest to members 
of the Florida Library Association. A 
panel of presidents or representatives 
of the nine state associations explored 
the topic “Relationships between the 
SELA and State Library Associations.” 
It fell to the lot of our own president, 
Archie McNeal, to summarize the re- 
marks of the eight other representatives. 
This he did very ably, classifying them 
under five headings: Cooperation; In- 
tegration; Benefits; The Activities Com- 
mittee Report and Folklore, a clever 
classification for the wonderfully hu- 
morous tales that added spice to the in- 
dividual presentations. 

Under the heading of Cooperation 
were the suggestions that SELA act as 
a clearing house for activities of state 
associations and promote the _inter- 
change of ideas in solving mutual 
problems. Cooperation could take the 
form of the collection of uniform sta- 
tistics, the coordination of meeting 
dates and providing for the rotation of 
speakers for state meetings, a coopera- 
tive advertising project for state library 
journals, the correlation of state and 
regional committees, exchange of state 
association manuals and help in their 
preparation (a number of states have 


12 


SELA 


by CLARA WENDEL, 


Albertson Public Library, Orlando 


manuals and other states are in the 
process of preparing them) and con- 
ducting regional surveys in different 
areas of interest. 


As a means of achieving Integration, 
it was suggested that state associations 
meet in alternate years. The question 
was raised whether states that meet ev- 
ery other year have better participation 
in SELA then those that meet annually. 
Other suggestions were that SELA 
meetings be rotated to the various 
states, a time at SELA meetings be pro- 
vided for joint meetings of officers of 
state associations and SELA officers, 
and that the SELA Executive Board 
member from each state be an ex-officio 
member of the state association execu- 
tive board. The latter- was recommend- 
ed in the report of the Action Commit- 
tee in 1956 and has been acted upon 
by a number of state associations, Flor- 
ida included. 


Among the Benefits of closer rela- 
tionship between SELA and the state 
associations are the opportunities for 
service on a broader scale and the se- 
curing of the support of various foun- 
dations for projects that will result in 
the development of libraries in the 
Southeast. 


A number of the suggestions given 
on this program were included in the 
Activities Committee report as recom- 
mendations or as action programs that 
might be undertaken by Southeastern. 
One such recommendation resulted in 
a study or theSis on personnel needs of 
the region, the progress of which was 
reported at the business session by the 
Library Education Committee under 
the chairmanship of Miss Evalene Jack- 
son. 

Accomplishments of other commit- 
tees included the promotional leaflet to 








aid in increasing membership in SELA 
which was the work of the Promotional 
Material Committee under the chair. 
manship of Mrs. Gretchen Conduite, 


The subject of the need to increase 
the membership came up often at the 
meeting. Mrs. Anne Page Bugg, Exec. 
utive Secretary, stressed it in her report. 
Prior to the biennial meeting, Florida 
had a total of 104 members. The mem- 
bership is slightly larger now, since a 
number paid their dues at Louisville. 
The totals for the three previous years 
were: 1957—97; 1956—106; 1955— 
99. A membership committee is being 
formed to promote a membership drive 
in each of the nine states. 


Miss Lucile Nix, now president of 
the Association was chairman of a 
board committee, the Committee on 
Committees, as recommended in the 
Activities Committee report of 1956, 
The group was charged to evaluate the 
functions and purposes and define the 
duties of existing committees, and to 
recommend the discontinuation of those 
that are no longer needed and indicate 
the need for new committees. As a fe- 
sult the following committees have 
been continued: Audio-Visual, Consti- 
tution, Library Education, Library Leg- 
islation, Library Work as a Careet, 
Nominating, Southeastern Librarian 
Reporters, and Southern Book Compe- 
tition. The duties and responsibilities 
of the present Resources Committee 
have been transferred to a new and 
more comprehensive Southeastern Li- 
brary Development Committee. This 
committee is directed to study the pres- 
ent resources of libraries in the South- 
east; to determine needs; and to rec- 
ommend plans, projects and activities 


(Continued on Page 18, Col. 3) 
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pss NEW COUNTIES began par- 
ticipation in the Rural Library 
Development Program on October 1, 
with funds made available under the 
Library Services Act. At its meeting in 
Tallahassee on September 23, the State 
Library Board approved grants of $10,- 
517 to Alachua County, $10,000 to 
each Leon and Martin Counties, and 
$3,617 to Okeechobee County. The 
Board also approved second-year grants 
totaling $46,158 to the five counties al- 
ready in the program. 


In Alachua County, rural service will 
be given by the Gainesville Public Li- 
brary under a contract with the board 
of county commissioners, which appro- 
priated $15,483 for the purpose. Okee- 
chobee County, previously without any 
library service, has joined with St. Lucie 
County to form the St. Lucie-Okeecho- 
bee Regional Library. Leon and Martin 
Counties plan to improve existing serv- 
ices. Both Alachua and Martin will be- 
gin bookmobile operation as soon as 
possible. All other project areas now 
have such service. 


At the same meeting, the Board ap- 
proved the budget to be submitted to 
the Legislature for the 1959-1961 bien- 
nium. The total request for operation 
of the State Library and supervision of 
the rural program during the two years 
is $272,000, of which $80,000 is ex- 
pected to come from federal funds. The 
state appropriation requested is $192,- 
000. The state appropriation for the 
State Library for 1957-1959 was $153,- 
000. 
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Miss Dorothy Hansen joined the 


* staff of the State Library on October 17 


as public library consultant specializing 
in services to children and young peo- 
ple. Miss Hansen brings to the Library 
a broad background in school and pub- 
lic library work. She was children’s spe- 
cialist for the Michigan State Library, 
chief of the children’s division of the 
Los Angeles County Library, and most 
recently librarian at Delray Beach, 
Florida. 


Mrs. Ruth Marshall, who succeeded 
Mrs. Alice Reilly as public library con- 
sultant in April, will work primarily in 
the field of adult books and reading. 
Mrs. Marshall, a graduate of Florida 
State University Library School, came 
to the State Library from the Decatur- 
Seminole Regional Library, Bainbridge, 
Georgia. 


Mr. Thomas Dreier, chairman of the 
State Library Board, and Miss Verna R. 
Nistendirk, director of library exten- 
sion, represented the State Library at 
the meeting of the Southeastern Library 
Association in Louisville, Kentucky, Oc- 
tober 23-25. Mr. Dreier was on the 
program of the Trustees and Friends of 
Libraries Section, being a member of a 
panel that discussed “Trustees and Pub- 
lic Relations.” Miss Nistendirk spoke 
on “Florida: Urban and Rural Coopera- 
tion,” at the meeting of the County 
and Regional Libraries Section which 
was devoted to “Special Projects under 
the Library Services Act.” Miss Nisten- 
dirk was elected secretary of the section. 

Mrs. Joe H. Farrington, State Library 
















ost P 


Board member from Miami, is Florida 
membership chairman for the Ameri- 
can Association of Library Trustees. 
She reports that twenty-two Florida 
trustees and seven Florida libraries have 
joined the association. 


The State Library was able to resume 
normal operation in September after 
having been formally “closed” for three 
months. During that time, books, shelv- 
ing and other equipment were moved 
from the basement to the sub-basement 
of the Supreme Court Building while 
the latter area was still being remodel- 
led and finished for library use. The 
staff managed to give mail and tele- 
phone reference service and to keep up 
interlibrary and package loans in spite 
of the workmen underfoot and the gen- 
eral dislocation of materials. When the 
Library reopened, local circulation of 
children’s books and adult fiction was 
discontinued and the lunch-hour closing 
was eliminated. 


The State Library recently issued 
“Florida in Fiction: a Bibliography,” 


(Continued on Page 16, Col. 3) 
13 









PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION AR- 
TICLE — Both the Editor and the 
Printer apologize to the members of the 
Public Libraries Section for not identi- 
fying their feature article of the year in 
the September 1958 issue of FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES. The article appearing on 
page 10 entitled “1959—Year of De- 
cision”, by Mrs. Gretchen Conduitte 
was the Section’s effective effort to let 
us know about the program of the Leg- 
islative Committee and the Library De- 
velopment Committee of F.L.A. Mrs. 
Conduitte and Mrs. Helga Eason, Sec- 


tion chairman, deserve credit for the 
publication of this article. 


ATTENTION REFERENCE LIBRA- 
RIANS — Reference Roundtable’s 
petition for section status in the Refer- 
ence Services Division of ALA was ac- 
cepted by the Division at the June 
Meeting in San Francisco. By-laws con- 
sistent with those of the Division must 
now be adopted. I have asked the fol- 
lowing to serve as a Constitution Com- 
mittee and present a constitution for 
adoption at the next meeting of the 
Florida Chapter in Miami Beach, March 
1959: Miss Margaret Chapman, Uni- 
versity oP Florida; Miss Frances Apper- 
son, University of Florida; Miss Nancy 
Bird, Florida State University, Chair- 
man. 


Full membership in the new Florida 
Chapter is limited to members of the 
ALA Reference Services Division. Per- 
sons interested in reference may attend 
chapter meetings without voting or 
holding office. If you are now a mem- 
ber of ALA Reference Services Divi- 
sion, please send your name and address 
to: Miss Sara Crittenden, St. Petersburg 
Junior College, St. Petersburg, Florida. 
We would like to have this information 
as soon as possible so that the Nom- 
inating Committee will have a list to 
work from in selecting a slate of offi- 
cers for 1959-60. If you are not a mem- 
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ber of RSD, please indicate that Divi- 
sion when you pay membership dues to 
ALA in January 1959, and then notify 
Miss Crittenden. 


Lucille Higgs, Chairman, 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES NEWS — Re- 
ported by Mrs. Virginia 
Gainesville Public Library 


Grazier, 


Miami: It was a lucky thing that the 
Head of the Community Relations De- 
partment attended the pre-Conference 
TV Workshop, because she is coordi- 
nating in addition to the library’s (six 
years next January) radio program, 
“Let's Look It Up”, two television pro- 
grams. Both are weekly. One, “Preface” 
a half-hour show is on the Educational 
Channel and has presented staff mem- 
bers as well as Jane Fisher, author of 
Fabulous Hoosier, Zachary Ball who 
wrote the Joe Panther series and Mike 
Fink and Jean Lee Latham, Newbery 
prize winner. “Be Advised”, a fifteen 
minute morning show on a Commer- 
cial channel emphasizes the services of 
the library system and among other 
programs gave an excellent discussion 
of the books, magazines and informa- 
tion which women can find in the Busi- 
ness Library. 


And the snowball has just started to 
roll. (Mrs. Helga H. Eason) 


Orlando: The school librarians, the 
public librarians and the college libra- 
rians of Orange County met at Albert- 
son this past month to discuss mutual 
problems and ways of sharing reference 
services to students of the area. Repre- 
sentatives of all three types of libraries 
made up the speakers panel and the 
session that followed the talks was live- 
ly and we are all reaping the benefits. 
(Mrs. Aleena R. Dawson) 


Sarasota: County Library plans are 
at a stand-still right now but no doubt 
will be activated in the very near fu- 
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ture. Friends of the Libraries of Sara. 
sota County are definitely interested in 
county-wide service and are making 
that their main project. Architects are 
completing working plans for a $50, 
000.00 addition to city library. (Mrs, 
Betty Service ) 









Miami Beach: We have a new 
branch library opened August 8th. It 
houses approximately 2500 books. First 
branch for the library. (Oscar Ever. 
hart) 


Coral Gables Public: Miss Peggy 
Beaton, City Librarian of the Public 
Library for the city of Coral Gables, 
was one of seven city department heads 
who recently completed a course in 
“The Technique of Municipal Adminis- 
tration”. This extension course was of- 
fered by the City and conducted by the 
International City Manager's Associa- 
tion, with offices in Chicago, Illinois. 



































The department heads who took the 
course passed the examination and were 
awarded certificates by Mayor W. Keith 
Phillips at a City Commission meeting 
held on Tuesday, October 21, in the 
commission chamber in City Hall 
(Mrs. Helga Eason) 


Key West: Key West has a beautiful 
bahama type library building of about 
5000 square feet. When completed if 
will be a beautiful structure. It w 
have pink walls with green shw 
and a white tile roof. The interior 
be pale green, pink and sand. The 
ing of the windows will make an ai 
type of building. Arrangement for fold= 
ing doors will allow meeting space for 
adults as well as story hour and other 
children’s activities. The twenty-one 
member committee that has been re 
sponsible for the building is now mak- 
ing arrangements for the donation of 
furnishings. (Verna Nistendirk ) 


Gainesville: The staff of the Gaines- 
ville Public Library wishes that every 
library in Florida could be benefited by 


(Continued on Page 17, Col. 2) 
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Model BT26, designed and custom built for New York State Education Dept. This ultra modern bookmobile, 
featuring the new *monolite roof with its efficient natural light and controlled ventilation, is being used through- 
out New York State to demonstrate mobile library service in communities with limited or no established libraries. 
For complete information on this or any other type of bookmobile, write to: 
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Editors Notes 


FLA MEMBERSHIP — Mrs. Lois Pil- 
son, Miami Shores Elementary School 
Librarian and member of the FLA 
Membership Committee, did a fine job 
of recruiting for new members and col- 
lecting dues at the Florida Association 
of School Libraries Workshop in Lake- 
land October 3-4. Fourteen school li- 
brarians joined our Association and 
Mrs. Pilson collected their dues and 
issued receipts on the spot! We could 
use more help of this type. The FLA 
membership drive will begin December 
‘ 


HISTORY OF MEDICINE IN FLOR- 
IDA — The editor began last winter to 
gather material to write a history of 
medicine in Florida as a personal un- 
dertaking. There has been little done 
on the subject as a unified topic, and 
the necessary information is scattered. 
Personal visits throughout the state will 
be necessary to contact people who 
have facts, either in writing or in their 
memories. If you know of people in 
your community who have letters, dia- 
ries, old books or who would just like 
to talk about the early days of Florida 
from the standpoint of medical prog- 
ress, please write the editor and give 
him this information. All help will be 
appreciated. 


DOBBS BROTHERS LIBRARY 
BINDING COMPANY SCHOLAR- 
SHIP—tThe scholarship in the amount 
of $500.00 to be administered at Flor- 
ida State University Library School is 
now in effect. The scholarship is for 
one year only and the requirements 
are: 


1. Open only to college juniors 


2. Must have demonstrated reason- 
able academic ability in lower 
division work 
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3. Must have ability to relate one- 
self to others 


4. Must have need of financial as- 
sistance 


5. Must, upon graduation, work in 
a Florida Library for one year or 
repay $500.00. 


Applicants should apply to the 
Scholarship Committee, Florida State 
University. 


PAID SUBSCRIPTIONS TO FLOR- 

IDA LIBRARIES — Two dozen insti- 

tutions are paying for our journal. 

Atlanta University 
Brooklyn Public Library 

Institute Library School, 
Pittsburgh 

Carson Newman College Library, Jef- 
ferson City, Tenn. 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Cleveland Public Library 

Columbia University Library School, 
New York 

Drexel Institute Library School, Phil- 
adelphia 

Emory University Library School 

Gosud Bibliotek, Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

Kansas State Teachers College Library 

Los Angeles Public Library 

Louisiana State University Library 
School 

Marshall College Library, Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. 

Michigan State Library 

Pratt Institute, Brooklyn 

College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Texas Women’s University, Denton, 
Texas 

University of Illinois Library School 

University of Michigan Serials De- 


Carnegie 


partment 
University of North Carolina Serials 
Department 
University of Oklahoma Library 
University of Wisconsin Library 
School 
Western Michigan University Library, 
Kalamazoo 
Western Reserve Library School, 
Cleveland 
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK, 


APRIL 12-18, 1959—This second na- 
tional reading program is to reinforce 
the tremendous interest brought about 
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by the first National Library Week ip 
March 1958. Sponsored by the Nation. 
al Book Committee, Inc., in coopera. 
tion with A.L.A. the 1958 program 
was supported by over 5,000 commp 
nities. These communities gained jp 
these ways: new library circulation rec. 
ords, new gains in registrations, in. 
creased library appropriations, new 
friends for libraries, books and reading 
of all kinds. According to an official 
National Book Committee report Na- 
tional Library Week “awakened a sense 
of personal need as well as responsibili- 
ty for the status of reading in the com- 
munity.” 

In explaining the aims of the 1959 
expanded program the Committee said: 
“We want to heighten the national 
interest in reading, and shorten the 
step from curiosity to conduct—by en- 
couraging people to visit a library, a 
bookshop, a newsstand. That step may 
be short, but it can lead to new fron- 
tiers for millions.” Chairman of the Na- 
tional Steering Committee is Theodore 
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Waller, Vice president of the Grolier s 
Society, Inc. and Americana Corp. } the 
Chairman for Florida is Mrs. Gretchen } jhe 
Conduitte, Jacksonville Public Library. | je 
ant 
the 

(State Library News) 

(From Page 13) of 
compiled by Mary O. McRory, refer- | lt 
ence librarian. It is a complete listing du 
of fiction having a Florida background j 
that was published through 1957. Té | of 
tles in the State Library are annotated | cr 
“to indicate the type of story, the place | th 
and time of its setting . . . and whether 
it is written for children or adults.” The | p 
bibliography was sent to all public and | gi 
college libraries in the state. Additional | w 
copies are available upon request. v 
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REVIEW 


Hodges, Jeannette: Back Country 
Pageant Press, $3.00 


© BACK COUNTRY by Jeannette 
Hodges begins with what was always 
an exciting event in the life of a rural 
community, the coming of the new 
school teacher. The arrival of Miss 
Nancy, the pert and pretty school 
Ma’am from the North, marks the be- 
ginning of an eventful year for Jane 
Ann, an engaging eight - year - old 
through whose eyes we follow the 
story of the people who live on the 
Ridge, a section of mid-Florida devoted 
mainly to farming and cattle raising. 
Their simple pleasures and everyday 
lives are recorded faithfully and sym- 
pathetically by the alert youngster. 


The figure of Grandmother Lam- 
bertson moves through these pages, 
the stern but loving center about whom 
the whole family revolves. Her charac- 
ter and that of Jane Ann play a pleas- 
ant counterpoint as they wind through 
the tale. 


The Ridge people have a busy round 
of activities throughout the year and, 
although the young people do not in- 
dulge in such new-fangled things as 
waltzing, they make up for it with the 
spirited plays akin to the square dances 
of most rural communities, and ice 
cream sociables more acceptable to 
their religious beliefs. 


The account of Christmas on the 
Ridge is wonderful for the picture it 
gives us of a Florida holiday complete 
with its true Southern hospitality as 
visitors arrive from near and far. 


The family has its excitements and 
Close brushes with danger as well as its 
happy times, but they are all met with 
a sense of family solidarity and faith 
in God. 


Throughout the story runs the theme 
of Grandmother's rigid and intense 
dislike for Yankees. As the year pro- 
gtesses, much to Jane Ann’s amaze- 
ment, Grandmother reaches a toler- 


ance of Yankees which extends even to 
the point of welcoming one into the 
family. And when she opens her heart, 
at last, to Uncle John’s young bride, 
Jane Ann’s happiness is complete. 


Jeannette Hodges has caught the 
sights and sounds and especially the 
wonderful smells of that early Florida 
she remembers so well as a child. Her 
characterizations of the many members 
of the Lambertson clan are skillful and 
true to life. 


It is rewarding to read about South- 
ern people without having to wade 
through some frightful dialect which 
purports to be the speech of the people 
of this region. The Ridge people speak 
like the country folk they are (and 
like country folk all over the United 
States) and there is no intrusion of a 
dialect strange to the eye and jarring 
to the ear. 


For this blessing and for a whole- 
some heartwarming book we have Miss 
Hodges to thank. It is a welcome 
change from some of the disillusioned, 
cynical novels written about our pres- 
ent generation. This book, like Marj- 
orie Rawlings’ The Yearling, would be 
an excellent selection for a child’s sum- 
mer reading program — as well as for 
that of his parents. 


VIRGINIA O. GRAZIER 
Librarian, 

Gainesville Public Library 
Gainesville, Florida 


(Section News) 
(Continued from Page 14) 


the moral and financial support of such 
a wonderful organization as Friends of 
the Library. We suggest as a slogan: 
Every library deserves a Friend. 


Again the Gainesville Public Library 
benefits from the proceeds of the an- 
nual used book sale of the Friends of 
the Library. Almost $600 was realized 
from the sale of about 3000 used vol- 
umes and was turned over to Mfs. 
Grazier, librarian, by Mrs. J. B. Hy- 
dorn, President of the Friends for the 
purchase of new books. (Mrs. Virginia 
Grazier ) 
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(Botanical Literature in Florida) 
(From Page 8) 


have holdings in this periodical, but 
none have a complete run. 


Turning to the historical biblio- 
graphic resources of botany in Florida 
it is found that nearly all the principal 
works are here. 


Pritzel’s Thesaurus literaturae botan- 
icae omnium gentium ... in the 1950 
reprint is found in three university li- 
braries while the supplementary Guide 
to the literature of botany by Benjamin 
D. Jackson is found in only one. 


Two German works of international 
scope are the Botanisches Centralblatt 
still being published and Just’s Botan- 
ischer Jabresbericht with the last re- 
corded holding in 1935 for a Florida 
library. The former is found in three 
libraries but complete in only one. 


The Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical 
Club has carried since 1888 a section 
entitled Index to American botanical 
literature. Holdings for this periodical 
are recorded by three university li- 
braries, but only one has a complete 
run. 


The International catalogue of sci- 
entific literature, section M, is found in 
three Florida libraries while the Botani- 
cal abstracts which carries on the ma- 
terial of section M is found in four col- 
lections. Four libraries have the Index 
kewensis and its Supplemtum and four 
the complete Index londinensis, whose 
material is now included with Index 
kewensts. 


No bibliographical search in histori- 
cal botany could go far without the 
Catalogue of the Arnold Arboreturn. 
This three volume set is found in four 
libraries of the state. 


In this short and restricted survey no 
one library contained all the materials 
mentioned. However, a total tabulation 
of the state’s resources in the historical 
literature of classification and bibliog- 
raphy would indicate a rather complete 
coverage from the selected titles here 


surveyed. 
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(Florida School for Deaf 
& the Blind) 


(From Page 7) 


cleaning, shoe-repairing, broom-mak- 
ing, upholstery, carpentry, or barbering 
—depending on aptitude and handicap. 
Coming from all parts of Florida, the 
children make their home at the school 
from September until May except for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter 
holidays and many week-ends at home. 
The after school hours are spent in the 
new $450,000.00 gymnasium or on the 
playground or in the dormitories under 
the supervision of houseparents. On 
Sundays religious instruction is under 
the direction of the faculty. The blind 
attend local churches of the parents’ 
choice. 


The Library 

What about the library of the Flor- 
ida School for the Deaf and the Blind? 
The main library (there are two others 
—one in the Primary Deaf Department 
and one in the Negro Department) 
was built in 1948 and was well de- 
signed to serve its purpose. It is a room 
108 feet long, well lighted by flores- 
cent lights. It is divided into two sep- 
arate reading rooms by a glass-enclosed 
office and stairway which leads to a bal- 
cony and an upstairs room for listening 
to Talking Books. One reading room 
contains the Braille and Talking Book 
collection, Braillesperiodicals, and a 
projection magnifier: which magnifies 
print for the partially sighted. The oth- 
er room %ontains approximately 4,500 
books in print, including many sight- 
saving books of large type, and about 
90 periodicals. 

The deaf and the blind students 
come to the library between the hours 
of 8:00 and 4:00 on school days — 
either in regular scheduled classes or 
on their own. The librarian gives in- 
dividual help in book selection to all 
students except a few in the upper 
classes who can select appropriate 
books for themselves. Individual help 
takes a great deal of time, but is very 
important in working with the deaf 
and the blind. Classes range from seven 
to thirteen pupils, so personal help can 
easily be given. As librarians know, the 
task of giving a child the right book 
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is not always easy and a librarian is 
successful only to the extent that she 
knows her books and her children. So 
she must continually learn more about 
the interests and reading abilities of her 
students and she must read more and 
more books herself. 


To stimulate more interest in read- 
ing, for the past three years the librari- 
an has been having an Honor Roll of 


Good Readers which she posts on the 
library bulletin board every nine weeks. 
Reading for the Honor Roll is a volun- 
tary project in the upper grades and 
high school and if the student wishes 
to try for it, he must write a brief re- 
port on each book he reads. If he reads 
and reports on a reasonable number of 
books each period, his name appears 
on the Honor Roll. Then if he makes 
the Honor Roll three out of a possible 
four times during the year, he is invited 
to a library picnic or party in the 
spring. Students have enjoyed these spe- 
cial treats and have really worked to 
get their names posted. Last year a deaf 
girl read and reported on 55 books and 
a seventh grade blind girl read and 
made Braille reports on 35 volumes in 
Braille. Most of these Braille books 
were high school level. Each of these 
students received a gold library pin at 
the end of the year when various school 
awards were made. 


Out of silence and darkness come 
useful citizens. Deaf graduates are at 
present enrolled at Gallaudet College, 
the only college for the deaf in the 
world, and also at Jacksonville Univer- 
sity. Blind graduates are at Jacksonville 
University, Stetson University, and the 
University of Florida. Many graduates 
who have not had the opportunity of 


going on to college are successfully 
holding jobs. 


(Brainstorming) 


(Erom Page 9) 


plus a joint Book Selection Committee 
which works on a once-a-semester an- 
notated list of recommended books.” 


Mrs. Evaline Schunk participated in 
an interesting summer reading program 
at the Albertson Public Library on the 


theme “Out of This World.” 
1,800 boys and girls had the choi 
going ‘out of this world’ via scien 
books or via the magic circle of 
ination and fantasy. And when all’ 
figures were in “it was interesti p 
note that the fairy wand proved sli 
ly more enticing to our jet-age boys 
girls than the satellite folder.” 


At the Florida Association of Sch 
Libraries meeting in October def 
action was taken to establish a sc 
ship fund by offering a life memb 
ship to F.A.S.L. for $20.00 to the 
one hundred people applying dur 
1958-59. 


Our chairman, Elizabeth Stephen: 
sues a plea for needed professionalist 


I urge you to encourage other 
members of the library profession 
to join the F.L.A. and to make a © 
sincere effort to attend the annual 
meeting in Miami next April. If — 
you will make the effort then to- 


gether we will make it a worth- 
while meeting. 


It is only by getting together, and © 
discussing our mutual problems 

that we are going to provide bet- 

ter library service in our state. — 
You don’t have a “job” with a © 
“paycheck” — you have a moral — 
responsibility to help cure some ~ 
of the frustrations of dispensing ~ 
knowledge in your school library. ~ 
Let’s make the year 1958-59 the © 
year in which all librarians as- ~ 
sumed their professional respon- ~ 
sibility by taking an active part 

in their professional organization. 


(SELA) 
(From Page 12) 


and explore possible sources of fini 
cial aid. Other new committees form 
were the Handbook Committee to f 
pare and publish an SELA handboo 
and the above mentioned Members! 
Committee. 


At the post-conference board mé 
ing, it was also decided to hold a wor 
shop for officers and committee ch 
men in Atlanta in February. All 
indicates that 1958-60 will be a suce 
ful and productive biennium for SEL 
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